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Abbreviations:   NB = Newtown Bypass; NTP = National Transport Plan;  RG= Russell George;  WG = Welsh Government;    

Winter 2008/09:  A new road and 

rail programme announced by 

Transport Minister Ieuan Wyn Jones, 

includes plans for Newtown 

Autumn 2009: RG showed Welsh 

Conservative Leader, Nick Bourne AM, 

around Newtown to see the traffic problems; 

and 

Public consultation on preferred NB route 

begins - meeting held in the Monty Club, 

Winter 2009/10: RG met with town’s 

business leaders to discuss economic 

impact of congestion in order to keep 

pressure on the WG 

Winter 2009/10: Despite 

public opposition, the 

roundabout was removed to 

coincide with Tesco store 

opening 

Spring 2010: WG 

publishes NTP with 

commitment to NB – 

it states construction 

would start by 2014 

 

Autumn 2010: Newtown identified 

by WG as major ‘pinch point’ on its 

road network; and 

NB preferred route is announced 

Winter 2010/11: RG launches a public petition on 

Newtown traffic congestion, with specific website, 

asking for the roundabout to be replaced and for 

an early start to the NB 

 

Spring 2011: RG presented a 

public petition of over 10,000 

names to the Assembly’s 

Petition’s Committee; coach of 

50 people went to the Senedd 

 

Spring 2011: Glyn Davies MP 

meets the Deputy First Minister 

and is told NB construction will 

start in 2013 

Autumn 2011: RG launched 

a targeted public letter 

campaign against the 

Transport Minister, after he 

publicly stated traffic 

problems ‘had improved’ 

Winter 2011/12: WG 

publishes revised NTP which 

maintains commitment to 

building the NB but a change 

in the project timetable 

Winter 2011/12: WG 

invites tenders for the 

contract to construct the NB 

Spring 2012: WG publishes 

Newtown Traffic Study which states 

traffic has improved and refuses to 

reinstall roundabout 

Summer 2011: An Assembly 

Committee begins to examine 

the traffic petition 

Winter 2011/12: RG 

met with Transport 

Minister to discuss 

short-term traffic 

solutions and NB 

timetable 

Winter 2011/12: RG 

organises meeting in 

Newtown with the 

Business Minister and 

local businesses to 

discuss the economic 

impact of the traffic 

problems 

Winter 2011/12: Transport Minister 

called to give evidence before an 

Assembly Committee regarding WG 

handling of traffic improvement 

system 

Summer/Autumn 2011: RG and 

others publically call for on 

several occasions for the 

restoration of the Kerry Road 

roundabout 

Summer 2010: After a busy bank 

holiday weekend, RG investigated 

traffic camera system at Tesco to 

monitor congestion and made it 

public that it had not been turned on 


