First Minister, Carwyn Jones
National Assembly for Wales
Cardiff Bay

CF99T1NA

May 2014
Dear First Minister and Cabinet,

| write to set out our concerns regarding the burden of business rates on small businesses in
Wales. Business rates are a huge burden on small businesses, which are the lifeblood of the
Welsh economy, accounting for 99% of the Welsh business stock. Business rate support
would allow small businesses to focus on expanding and training staff and on improving
their business.

Small Business Rate Relief (SBRR)

The Small Business Rate Relief scheme has been vital to small businesses across Wales. Prop-
erties with a rateable value of £6,000 or less are eligible for 100% relief. The rate of relief de-
creases from 100% to 0% for properties with a rateable value between £6,001 and £12,000.
Whilst we recognise that the SBBR scheme has been extended in Wales until March 2015 we
believe that the scheme must go further.

We are calling on the Welsh Government to extend SBRR and abolish business rates for small
businesses with a rateable value of up to £12,000, and tapered relief for those up to
£15,000.

The vast majority of small business premises would be helped by this extension with 73 per
cent of business premises being taken out of rates altogether and a further 5 per cent bene-
fiting from tapered relief.

Whilst we recognise that the Welsh Government has announced a range of schemes relating
to business rates, extending SBRR is a simple and effective way of supporting Welsh SMEs.

We call on the Welsh Government to provide this support to aid small businesses across
Wales.

Yours sincerely, La Nouba Coffee House Waungron
Sharon Whitehouse
Road,
ool Utopia Hair and Beauty Salon and | « 'FF
Driscoll's Greengrocers Training Academy Llandaff, Cardi
Falrwater Green, Narberth, Pembrokeshire
cardiff Q&%—%‘—E{:
[ i !
Sodonn Dou BEG LL LL{ l\{ I [
etk ™ czeoms =
/ o~ o / AL ACKCC T~
*‘l‘ ) \J\ \ C_‘.-u.‘,&;{?_ o "‘T?AM
CARD FE A
2 A Lot =
f\ ) () /
Alanw Edwardys L.¥ 8D wl

[

N ort Chamber of ) ) )
ar ol i

Trade



EWM Associates

Chris Mackengie-Grieve Mr Miah, Newport
Aberystwythv  Chamber of
Comumerce
Stitchwitch
. Howard Jones Accountancy
Julie Parry

Newport

Summerton  Stores, The Ship twn, Raglan
Newport

Tracy and Stuart
Mr Bajwo

A.*OPV{}GW& %? Rj\)é}.’fj

Ruthin Chamber of Commerce

Elwyn Edwards
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